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WATER RESOURCES — DESALINATION 

Statement by Minister for Water 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [2.07 pm]: I bring to the house’s attention a number 
of important events that all have a common link—water and desalination. Last Friday morning, 2 September, I 
officially opened the new $955 million southern seawater desalination plant located near Binningup. This project 
is another significant milestone in this government’s plans to secure the integrated water supply scheme that 
supplies drinking water to Perth, Mandurah, the Goldfields and towns along the way to Kalgoorlie–Boulder. 

In just over a year, when the new plant reaches its full production capacity, most of Western Australia’s 
population will receive about half their water supply from the ocean. It clearly moves us away from rainfall-
dependent water sources at a time when they are struggling. It is a great testament to everyone involved with this 
major engineering project that it has been completed ahead of schedule and within budget. It is proof that major 
construction projects can be delivered on time and on budget in this state, even with the unprecedented levels of 
activity underway in the resources sector. I am pleased to report that 75 per cent of the $955 million spend on 
this project was within Australia—50 per cent in WA and 15 per cent in the south west for contractors and 
suppliers. As many as 600 people were employed on site at the height of construction. The plant has been 
delivered through a successful alliance partnership with the private sector—one that will continue to operate for 
the next 25 years—producing water for Perth. 

On Sunday morning, 4 September, I, together with Senator Farrell, Parliamentary Secretary for Sustainability 
and Urban Water, had the pleasure of opening the National Centre of Excellence in Desalination. The federal 
government’s decision to establish this $20 million facility here in Perth is partly in recognition of Western 
Australia’s pioneering role in building the country’s first major desalination plant, and we thank the federal 
government for its support of this project. 

The state Liberal–National government’s commitment to the centre is $3 million, with a possible further 
extension to $5 million in the future. It is wonderful that the opening of this facility coincides with Perth hosting 
the International Desalination Association’s prestigious biennial world congress. On Monday morning I opened 
the congress and welcomed approximately 1 200 industry professionals and leaders from 21 different countries 
around the world, including the Singaporean Minister for the Environment and Water Resources. The congress 
will be not only an opportunity to showcase our own expertise and to learn from others, but also a great 
opportunity to share everything that Perth has to offer. It will bring a welcome boost to tourism and local 
businesses. I think it is safe to say that desalination will be very much the flavour of the day during early 
September in Perth.  
 


